Kwantlen Park PAC meeting

Wednesday December 5, 2007

1. Call to order @ 7:10 pm

    Present: Carol August, Crislana Rafael, Patti Scheelar, Cindy Ring, Ann Van Rhyn,      

    Chi-Chi Rasmusens, Cathy Johnston, Jude Campbell, Andrew Schofield, Laurie

    Brazzill, Roger Blenman, Veena Petrie, Heather McConnachie, Bonnie Swift, Raj

    Puri, Cameron
Regrets: Jacquie Brodie

    Roundtable

1.    Adopt agenda – agenda was amended

                              Motion to adopt agenda as amended: Carol

                              Seconded: Jude

                              Carried 

2.  Adopt minutes from last meeting (November 7, 2007)

                               Motion to adopt minutes: Carol

                               Seconded: Jude

                               Carried

3. Crislana Rafael (KP student) -- showed first issue of KPS newspaper   

· there is talk of a Journalism 10 course

· everyone agreed the newspaper looks great

· the newspaper needs people who know local businesses

· they printed 500 copies and gave 10 to each teacher

· concern identified re: paper being left lying around the school –
maybe put a “recycle” symbol on the paper

4.  Laurie Brazzill and Roger Blenman – theatre request – video presentation

        Required in order to improve quality of sound:

· 2 speakers @ $230 each

· 1 subwoofer @ $335

· 1 mixer and 1 amplifier @ $900 total

· cables @ $200

       The speakers are old and speakers need to be borrowed when doing a show. The 

       subwoofer will add “kick” to the sound (where turning up the volume cannot) plus

       it is good for sound effects. They have an amplifier but need a better one. With the 

       current system the teacher must keeping running up the stairs to turn the sound on. 

       Suggest using the current speakers as monitors and place current amplifier on stage

       to provide music for dance classes.

  Required for lighting : 2 follow spots  -- internet prices over $6000 each. We can get 2 

  for about $2800 each.

Ideally they would like to have the new equipment in 2 months.

Roger and Laurie also went over what’s coming up in the theatre. They wanted to do

Chicago this year but didn’t have the funding – aiming for 2009. They have been doing

other fundraisers.  March 5, 6, and 7 will be Inter-A drama production. Laurie has found it challenging to get the word out about productions –Cathy offered to help with this via e-mail. 

Raj offered to pay for everything but the spotlights.

5.  Jude Campbell – dry grad

· $2500 was raised from food fundraisers

· Safeway fundraiser Dec 7 deadline

· last meeting looked at lots of fundraisers

· fashion show Feb 28, now has co-ordinator

· bowling night Jan. 26

· raffle in March

6. Principal’s report – Dr. Schofield and Mr. Puri

         Social responsibility– bringing this into classrooms in different ways

         Literacy –

· this is a problem at KP : 80% of grade 8 students not making grade 8 

literacy levels

· admin’s job to work with teachers on that – it’s not just the English

department’s job

· new efforts to work with elementary schools

· biggest challenge at this point is to get everybody to acknowledge

that there is a problem  -- so much focus on provincial exams

        School plan was circulated, discussed and signed. Discussion ensued re:

             attendance issue, should/can the school be doing more to inform parents re:

             absences. Mr. Puri noted the difficulty in getting this info out to parents

             any sooner and with more regularity than it is already going out, given the

             technological limitations. It was noted by others that KP actually does quite well

             with this compared to other schools. More on this in #7.

       Talked about school planning council, if anyone is interested in being on this committee, please e-mail Dr. Schofield. Two parents have previously volunteered: Veena Petrie, Heather McConnachie.
7. School attendance – acknowledgement that this is a big problem. The current system

                is not user friendly. KP will have a new system for lates whereby students must scan their GoCard at the office when they arrive late – will display their photograph – someone at SFU is making it for us, should be in place in the new year

8. Committee reports – 

Treasurer’s report: No report. But Cathy mentioned that the PAC has approved spending of approx. $16,000, from the Direct Access Gaming funds leaving approx. $3,000
           Motion to spend $5,600 from the general account on spotlights for drama dept: Ann

           Seconded: Heather

           Carried

a) DPAC – Patti

· there were 2 speakers on bullying

· Jan. 15 is deadline for resolutions to reach BCCPAC office –

we need to voice our concerns about the block funding, vending

machines going  

9. Old business  a)  band request – Raj and Franz still need to talk re: Franz making
                                        a different request for uniforms

                                   b)  need volunteers to help with teachers lunch
10. STA Presentations - A handout was circulated describing FREE workshops available to PACs through Surrey Teachers’ Association
11.  Next meeting January 9, 2008 at 7 pm in the library

Adjourned at 9:10 pm 

